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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency met with Elkhart residents in 
February to discuss issues related to the Himco Dump Superfund site. 
Several questions and concerns emerged as dominant themes. EPA promised 
to look into those concerns and get back to the community with answers. 

Bottled water for residents 
Many residents near the Himco site said they are worried about the quality 
of drinking water coming from private wells. They said they wanted those 
responsible for the pollution to provide bottled water immediately for 
drinking and cooking. 
Bayer Healthcare LLC is now providing bottled water service under 
provisions of a consent decree with EPA. Eight East Side families are 
getting bottled water service. All of the South Side families are on the city 
water system and do not need bottled water. 

Testing of private weiis 
A related issue was the safety of private wells. Residents want their wells 
tested to determine the quality ofthe water, which is used not only for 
drinking and cooking but also for washing and watering vegetable gardens. 
No date on testing of private wells, has beeii set. 
EPA is working with Bayer Healthcare to develop a plan for testing 
monitoring wells first. That plan is expected to take about a year. After the 
design for monitpring-well testing is approved, Bayer Healthcare and EPA 
will address the issue of testing private wells. 

Language on access agreements 
Many residehts complained that the language of access agreements was too 
difficult to understand and felt they should have a lawyer interpret it for. 
them. The cost of hiring a lawyer made that an unpleasant prospect. 
Bayer Healthcare's legal staff significantly simplified the language. Revis^ 
agreements will be sent soon to affected residents. The old agreements 
contained a pri)vision giving Bayer Healthcare access, to the properties fpr 
49 years with an option of additional 49-year renewals. The new agjeement 
allows the corripany only temporary access. ' 

Cost of city water 
Bayer Healthcare win be responsible for connecting 39 East Side residents 
adjacent to the site to the city water supply and permanently capping their 
private; wells. The company estimated city water Would cost an averajge of 
about $20 a month for each .household. When residents disputed that figure, 
EPA offered to consult with the city water company to determine an accurate 
estimated cost, While individual household usage is a major factor in actual 
costs, the Elkhart Office of Public Works told EPA that consumers could 
expect to pay about $25 a month or less for normal usage. . 



:. - ^ = , 'siiiq jajBM XuB XBd oj MB| Xq 
, pajinfcJ; jou ST ja^Bg, •"S||T^I ja;pM . 

; :'J9\pO 

mbq 

•sasnoij aqi q' aAij ptiB OMo Xaqj SB SUOI SB sniq JSIBM. . 
jiam-XBd DiTidus axBouiiBsu ja^Bcii biBS'nuaDiSdj X 

sjijiq jaieM 
• sipAv ajBAud 

aip uo sdoind aiBjado d) pspaau i^idjjdpsid uf sSuiAbis Xq 

United States. 
EnyironmentaiPrp^^ 
Agen(^ 
RdgidnS .. 
Superfund Division (P-19J) 
77 VV. Jackson, Bivdi 
Chicago, IL 6O604 

•"'•uisi POSTAGE: 
P B 5 5 1 6 1 1 6 

006AS00„420 HAY 27 2008 
^ 2 3 1 MAILED FROM ZIP CODE 606 3 1 

FIRST CUSS 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

ROSS DELROSARIO 
REMEDIAL PROJECT MANAGER 
U.S. EPA, REGION 5, ( 
77 W. JACKSON BLVD. 
CHICAGO, IL 60604 

EPA Addresses Questions Raised at February Public Meeting 
This'^ sheot is print'-. -i • -ads of nacyded fihors: 




